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STAY SAFE WHEN A POWER LINE IS
DOWN

Know What to Do When Hazards Strike

Be aware of hazards presented by downed power
lines. Your life or the life of someone else
depends on it.

Never Touch a Downed Power Line

Never touch anything or anyone in contact with
a power line. You could be shocked by contact
with the line or a secondary object or person.

When a live wire touches the ground, electricity
fans out through the ground, similar to when a
pebble hits water. You could be shocked when
in the area of a downed power line. The
minimum safe distance from a downed power
line is 35 feet.

e Consider all wires energized and dangerous.
Even de-energized lines may become
energized at any time.

o Stay at least 35 feet away from downed
lines.

¢ FElectricity can travel through the ground,
fences, hoses, and playscapes. A live wire,
either on the ground or in trees, can harm
you, even if you don't directly touch the line.
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e Electricity can also travel through tree
limbs. Never remove tree limbs or other
items touching or near a downed wire and
report your findings to the City or Town
Electric Utility.

e Never use any object to move a downed
wire.

¢ Rubber gloves and rubber-soled shoes will
not protect you from electrocution.

e Do not try to rescue someone who makes
contact with a downed power line. You risk
becoming a victim yourself. Call 9-1-1.

When a Vehicle Comes in Contact with a
Power Line
If a broken power line falls on your vehicle and
you cannot safely drive away:
e Call 9-1-1 immediately.
e Warn others not to touch the vehicle. Ask
them to call 9-1-1 if you are unable to call.
¢ Do not leave the vehicle unless it becomes
unsafe due to immediate dangers, such as
fire or smoke. You may leave the vehicle
when someone from the electric company
tells you it is safe to do so.
(Continued, Page 2)

AND DON'T TOUCH THE INSIDE
OF THE CAR, UNLESS IT’S ON FIRE
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e [If you must leave the vehicle because of fire or
other danger, jump as far away from the
vehicle as possible. Land with both feet on the
ground at the same time.

e Never touch the vehicle and the ground at the
same time.

o After exiting the vehicle, keep your feet
together and "hop" away. Don't run! Never lift
a foot. You must either shuffle your feet in tiny
steps, with your feet never leaving the ground,
or you can hop keeping your feet together.
Separating your feet can create two contact
points with the ground and can result in a
shock if the ground is energized by a fallen
wire.

If you observe a fallen power line on a vehicle:

e Stay at least 35 feet away from the downed
line.

e If someone is in the vehicle, call 9-1-1.

e Call your Town or City Electric Utility and
report the location of the line.

¢ Do not approach or make contact with the
person or vehicle. Wait for emergency
personnel.

Welcome our newest
Associate Member!
Contact:

Kevin Kutschenreuter
Email:
kkutschenreuter@teel.com
Mobile:

(608) 355-3080

Web:

wwuw.teel.com

UL651A Electrical Conduit

Electrical protection backed by an
ETL listing.

teelpipe.com
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IMEA 2024 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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SIGNATURE SPONSOR

Automated
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AMI data dashboards
revolutionizing how
Indiana manages
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Careers in Public Power

Public power is more to
communities than just an
essential utility. It is a source of
unique and fulfilling career
opportunities in your local
community. Employees make a
difference by serving their own
neighborhoods and families.
Talented high school, college and
technical college graduates and
even technology, environmental
and public service professionals
will find that competitive salaries
aren’t the only thing attractive
about careers in public power.

To post a classified ad to our jobs
in Public Power page. Please
email text to janel@imea.com.

INDIANA MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC
ASSOCIATION
176 W. LOGAN ST. #225
NOBLESVILLE, IN. 46060
765.366.5506 | www.imea.com
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